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1 PROCEEDI NGS

2 MR. SPURLI NG  Good norning everyone.
3 My name is JimSpurling, and |'mthe Assistant

4 Admnistrator for the Cooperative State Research
Educat i on,

5 and Extension Service, primarily with the responsibility
6 of public |iaison.

7 | bring greetings to you fromDr. Colien

8 Hef feran, our Adm nistrator. | mght nention at

9 this very nonment, perhaps right now, our new

10 Under Secretary of Research, Education and Econom cs,
11 is testifying before the United States Senate.

12 Dr. Joseph Jen is testifying this norning. W
13 expect probably his swearing in to be within the

14 next two weeks. So our new | eaders of the m ssion
15 will be in the office by the end of the nonth, we

16 hope.

17 | tal ked to himyesterday; he was very

18 supportive of these kind of |istening sessions.

19 This is the first of four |istening sessions

20 that we are planning to have.

21 Dr. Hefferan, along with staff, early on this
22 year, decided that to neet our requirenents to

23 listen to our custonmers, our stakehol ders and our

24 partners, as Congress has ordered, that it was

25 important that we try to get to as many geographic
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areas as we possibly could, and listen to as many
custoners, and partners as we coul d.

This is the first of four. W wll be in
M nneapolis at the end of this nonth and we are
proposing two additional |istening sessions for
|ater this year, and they're not set yet, so the way
t hi ngs have been going, |I'mnot going nmention those
j ust vyet.

We are here primarily to listen, not to
present a program of any kind. W want to listen to
you to find out the positives and negatives of our
program and the positives and negatives of how we
are adm ni stering those prograns that we have charge
of .

We are hopeful that through these |istening
sessions we can reach solutions to those problens,
whet her they be adm nistratively or |egislatively,
and to expand on the positives that we now have.

W need to identify the needs of the
agricultural comunity or perhaps prograns that are
no | onger neeting those needs. That's why we're
leaving it up to you to try to determ ne.

Qur mssion is,of course, advanced know edge
for the agricultural environnment in human health
while being in communities, and we're trying to
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convince a |lot of people that publicly supported
research education and Extension is absol utely,
unequi vocal ly essential if we are going to achieve
the goals in the agriculture and the environnent in
human health and wel | -being that everyone in this
country wants.

Ri ght now I'mgoing to introduce Dr. Philip
Schwab. He is kind of the brainstorm ng person that
came up with the idea of doing these listening
sessions, and I'mgoing to et himbetter explain
the details of what we are trying to actually get
ful filled.

DR. SCHWAB: Thank you very nuch, and
thank you all for coming. | knowit's short notice
and it is a busy season for a lot of folks in
agriculture and for famlies, and | really
appreci ate those of you who took the tinme to conme up
t oday.

|"d |like to begin by introducing sone of our
ot her staff from Washi ngton who are here today.

First of all, Mary Hunphreys is our Logistics
Coordi nator. She will take your name and
information at registration to which you so kindly
provi ded.

And she's been responsible for all of the
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| ogi stics here.

Starting on ny right, we have Dr. Larry
Bil es, who is our National Program Leader for
Forestry and Natural Resources.

We have Dr. Eric Norland who is on our staff
tenporarily on loan from Ghio State Extension, and
also in the forestry and natural resources area.

We have Dr. David Holder with us from our
Econom cs and Community Systens Branch, and he is an
expert in rural econom cs and rural devel opnent.

We have Dr. Wells WIlis, who is on our
Famlies, 4-H and Nutrition staff and she is
responsi ble for nutrition education prograns.

And finally Dr. Maurice Dorsey , who is our
Nat i onal Program Leader for Public Policy. And al
of these folks and nyself and Jimare here to
interact with you and other fol ks who attend the
nmeeti ng today, and hear your conments about our
prograns. Hear about the challenges that you al
are facing in the activities that you conduct,
either on farmor through Extension or research or
educational progranms that you m ght be invol ved
with.

So this norning we have planned a norning of
listening to folks. W have about a dozen fol ks
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signed up to speak throughout the norning and sone
of themare here and sone of themare not. So we
are going to reserve the norning for public comments
as it cones.

Feel free to make your statenent and if you
need to -- if you need to leave, that is fine. |If
you would like to stay and hear who el se has cone or
engage in conversations wth other attendees, that
woul d be fine as well.

The afternoon we had planned for a series of
br eak- out sessions where we could really do a nore
interactive di scussion anongst the attendees and dig
deep into sone of the issues and chal |l enges,
barriers, that are facing our prograns and al so
| earn about sone of the things that are successful
and could be translated to other areas of the
country.

And we will evaluate how many fol ks are |eft
at the time of the lunch break and deci de how we
want to proceed on the break-out sessions from
there. W may have one or two break-out sessions
rather than the planned six. W wll just conbine
sonme of the special interest groups together and
then after the break-out groups have had a chance to
talk for awhile, we will cone back and have a



0008

© 0 N o o b~ WwDN

N N NN NNRRRRRRR R R R
ga A WO N P O © 0o N O 0o A WOWN - O

wr ap-up session so everybody can di scuss what they
m ght have tal ked about in their break-out sessions.

Let nme just go over sone of the itens that we
were really interested inin ternms of the topics
that we would |like to have discussed. W truly are
| ooki ng for ways that we can nake our prograns nore
open and responsive to the needs of the agriculture
and food science community, so we are | ooking for
ways of assessing what those needs are.

How can we do a better job of assessing what
those needs are? |I.e. are the |istening sessions
effective? W request comments on our solicitations
for Grant approval; is that the way of doing it? Is
there a nore effective way that we can do those
types of activities. Are the nechanisns that we
are currently using effective in translating
research educati on and Extension down to the
producer community? Are farnmers, are food
processers, are marketers getting the information
that they need fromour progranms in order to neet
the chal |l enges of today's agriculture and food
systens econony?

How can we better target our prograns to neet
the needs of rural devel opnent? How can we use them

to revitalize rural communities? That is an
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inportant thing that is getting a lot of attention
in the Congress and in the Departnment of Agriculture
t hese days.

And finally, what can we do to insure that
our prograns are neeting the needs for training
future agricultural scientists, educators
and Extension agents. That is al so sonething that
is gathering a lot of attention in Washi ngton as we
| ook toward an agi ng popul ati on and needi ng to have
new bl ood in the systemso to speak.

So there are a |lot of challenges that are out
there today, and again | really appreciate those of
you who are here today to tal k about these things.

| think we are going to start off with Jimis
going to talk alittle bit about the situation
regarding the FarmBill. | know sonme of you are
very interested in the FarmBill and what that neans
for research education and Extension Prograns
nati onwi de, so we'll start off with a brief
di scussion of that and then nove on to public
testi nony.

MR. SPURLI NG Phil's background cones
fromthe Senate and ny background is fromthe House
of Representatives.

The House Agriculture Commttee spent nost of
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| ast year doing field training all around the
country with teachers, so on and so forth. They
have been hol di ng hearings nost of this year on each
of the titles of the FarmBill. The Chairman

pl anned or at | east announced very clearly that he
pl anned to have the FarmBill, even though it's not
due until next year, ready for Floor action by the
end of July. | don't think they're going to mark it
up or in other words finish the Conmttee's action
before July, but they're going to have it as ready
as they can, so after com ng back after the ful
nmont h of August recess, that they can put the final
touches to it and actually bring a new FarmBill to
the floor this fall.

Now, you know, if | could predict that's
definitely going to happen, | would nmake a | ot of
nmoney, but that is the Conmttee's intention at this
time. We really didn't take it too seriously,
because the Senate was not taking it too seriously,
but | think that has changed.

That's pretty nuch the status right now

Dr. Hefferan testified before the Conmittee
on behal f of Research, Education, and Econom cs back
on June 23 | believe it was and they have basically
finished nost of the titles in the House. They are
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1 just in the process of putting the bill together and
2 "1l tell you where the Senate is. The activity has
3 actually begun to pick up in action.

4 DR. SCHWAB: The Senate recently, as

5 you know, underwent a reorganization with the

6 denocrats taking nom nal control of the action of

7 the floor and of the comnmttees and this del ayed

8 sone of the activity that normally woul d happen at
9 this time and that is why our nom nees for

10 Under Secretary positions have not been confirned
11 yet. But now that the Senate has been reorgani zed,
12 nom nees are noving forward, and the Senate

13 Commttee is al so beginning to hold hearings on

14 various titles of the FarmBill, follow ng the

15 confirmation hearings of Dr. Jen, and our Deputy

16 Secretary M. Jim Misley today. The Senate

17 Comm ttee plans to hold a hearing on commodity

18 prograns in general.

19 So the Senate is noving along. The Farm Bil
20 is noving along, and like Jimsaid, if any of us
21 knew how this process was going to work its way out,
22 we could make a | ot of noney predicting, and we
23 coul d probably plan vacations and things |ike that
24  with nore certainty. But we don't, so we are
25 pursuing our activities, and the work goes on as
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usual i n Washi ngton.

So with that, what | will do now is nove on
to the presentations that fol ks have planned to nake
today. And how we'll handle this, we originally
said five mnutes, but as you can see we aren't
really overflowing with time conmtnents today, so
if you can't stick to five mnutes, take your tinme.
Feel free to speak as you would like and we w ||
nmove you on after a half an hour -- no. But feel
free to nake your comments.

Pl ease identify yourself and your
organi zati on so that our recorder can adequately and
accurately describe who you are in the transcript.

Qur plan for the transcripts is that it wll
be publicly available in the agency and we will put
the transcript on our website so that fol ks from
around the country can read the coments that you
have given to us here today.

VWhat we will do is go down the list of the
fol ks that have signed up and take themin the order
that fol ks have signed up. | know that we'll
probably run through pretty quickly, but that's
fine.

So the first person on the list is June Reed.

| s June here?
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(No response)
DR, SCHWAB: We'Ill cycle back as we
go.

The second person on the list is Joe Dudick.

MR, DUDICK: My nane is Joe Dudi ck.
serve on the County Cooperative Extension Board
here in Pennsyl vania, but |1'm appearing here today
as a private citizen and I'd want to enphasi ze t hat
" mrepresenting ny opinions and do not necessarily
represent those of ny County Extension Board or the
Ext ensi on Program here in Pennsyl vani a.

In my professional life, over nore than
twenty years with Cooperative rural education and
ot her rural organizations, |'ve had an opportunity
to travel around the country, but the perspective
that 1'mgoing to provide today is really as a
Pennsyl vani a perspective, but al so based on
di scussions and information and observations that |
have made around the country and di scussi ons that
|'ve had with other rural advocates around the
country.

Let ne say at the very beginning that while
sonme of the things | may say m ght be viewed as
critical or negative, | very strongly believe that
Cooperative Extension is one of the handful of
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initiatives over the last century which has
revolutionized life for the better for rural
America. The Cooperative education, the rural
delivery of the noon neal; inprovenents in
transportation at the beginning of the 20th century.
Cooperative Extension | believe stands as one of the
pillars of inproving the quality of life for people
inrural Anerica, for inproving productivity of
farms and for providing other econom c and soci al
opportunities for people in rural America. So |
come fromthat perspective.

|'ma believer in Extension and the coments
| want to nmake today are intended to hopefully nake
the program better and truer to its m ssion.

Let nme also say that | am proud to be
affiliated wth the Cooperative Extension Program
here in Pennsylvania. W have nmany, nmany, nmany
dedi cated agents and administrators who | think are
dedi cated to the principles of the Extension
program and really every person in the state of
Pennsylvania | think really owes a debt of gratitude
to our Extension program here in Pennsylvania. So
|"mproud to be affiliated with it.

Also, | think it's inportant to recognize the
very close rel ationship of the Extension program
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with the Land-Gant University, which are hosts for
the program and the interests and priorities of the
two different entities really are intertw ned, and
sonetinmes | think it's inportant to realize we have
to look at the interest in, and the potenti al
changes that need to be made in the systemin order
to understand how we can maxi m ze the benefit of

Ext ensi on.

Wth all that out of the way, | have four
points that | would |ike to make and then a few
m nor comments.

First, | believe the principal focus of
Extension nmust first, last and al ways be on the
agent in the field; as a partner to rural
communities they serve.

As | have travel ed around the country over
the last 20 years, | increasingly get the feeling
fromtal king to people and observing things, that
that is not always the case in all places. And I
know in talking to sonme of the ol der Extension
agents around the country, that feeling is
especially heartfelt.

Now, I"msure we all feel that things aren't
as good as they use to be in the good old days, but
| think we constantly need to conme back to the point
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of remenbering why this programis established, and
it was to provide the local agent in the field with
t he know edge, the research, the educationa
materials that he or she can use to respond to the
needs of farnmers and other rural people in the area
t hey had been assigned to.

The second point, and it's just as inportant,
is that we really nmust do everything that we can to
make sure the Extension Programis grassroots
driven. Wile we need to depend on the know edge
and experience of admnistrators like you fol ks from
Washi ngton or our State Cooperative Extension
| eaders around the country, and that will provide a
| ot of direction for the program we nust enpower
t he County Extension Board, the substate regional
Board, the State Board to really provide much of the
direction to this program It cannot be a top-down
program

The third point is that | think we need to
protect against what 1'Il call mssion creek. A
hundred years ago rural Anerica was a very different
place than it is today. A hundred years ago the
| ocal Extension agent was probably in nost places,
one of the few educated people to begin with, but
definitely one of the few people who had a
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connection to the know edge and research and
resources that went outside of the I ocal community.
And as a result, the Extension agent was called upon
to do a | arge nunber of things, focused on
agriculture, but noving out to many other areas.

Over the last hundred years we have had many
new gover nment agenci es established, organizations
established, that do a lot of the things that the
Ext ensi on agent was expected to do a hundred years
ago.

So | think we need, as we all ocate resources
and | ook at the plans at work, we need to recognize
that is the case, and we need to protect against
duplication, and we nmust seek out the unique
addi ti ons that Extension can provide to the
activities of others.

There are certain areas still where Extension
does and shoul d and nmust have the exclusive purview.
Where the Extension Service nust be in the |ead.

But there are many ot her areas where we do have
Ext ensi on programm ng where we should be in a
supportive role and try to identify how we can add
val ue, rather than trying to duplicate or run a
parallel effort.

Fourth: | think, and this gets back to one
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of the points you nmade in your opening coments, |
think we have to be very serious about providing

i ndependent and obj ective anal ysis of the work of
t he Extension Program

Now we have all kinds of evaluation tools and
all that kind of stuff, but I think too often, as
wi th many organi zations, |I'mnot singling out
Ext ensi on here, the evaluation process is designed
to return the results that we want to hear and see.
So | think it's inportant as nuch as we can, to
depend on outside evaluators, and this goes back to
nmy previous point about being grassroots driven.

The people who are in the best place to
deci de how wel| the Extension Programis doing in
service, are the people who are the beneficiaries of
t hat service, or who could be the beneficiaries. W
need to depend on their judgnents.

Let nme just throw out what |'m sure everybody
woul d think is a very radical concept. | think
there needs to be sonme kind of a certification and
recertification process for the host institutions
for Extension progranms. It shouldn't be a once and
done effort.

Now | recogni ze that the host institutions

have made trenendous i nvestnents in human and ot her
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infrastructures to support the Extension program but
under goi ng sonme kind of a recertification every say
10 years, 20 years, whatever, where everything is
opened up and laid out on the table and a
determ nation made as to whether or not that
institution is still providing service the way it
shoul d be, | think that woul d be beneficial.

Those are ny four phil osophical suggestions.

Let me say one last thing: | think Extension
needs to do a better job of using sone of the
technol ogy we have available to us. This especially
| think is in the areas of publications and program
delivery, and then also in distance education. So
the case of publication, while we will always, |I'm
sure, need actual printed publications, the
opportunity to deliver publications online nmakes an
awful lot of sense. It's cost effective. People
can get what they want, when they want it, and |
think that also creates a need for you at the
national level, to | ook at how we can better
integrate the delivery of these kind of publications
and prograns to peopl e.

It doesn't make sense for the Extension
programin North Dakota to have a publication on
growi ng tomatoes in North Dakota, and for the
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Ext ensi on service in South Dakota, to have its own
publ i cati on.

Now, |'m sure growi ng tonmatoes in North
Dakota varies from Pennsyl vania or Texas, so we
m ght need sonme regi onal variance of these things,
but to identify how we can standardi ze publications,
put themon the internet so that everybody
t hroughout the country has an opportunity to access
them | think nmakes sense.

Just a few weeks ago | was doi ng sone
research for a project and I did | ook at many
Ext ensi on websites and | found that in some cases,
the Extension Service in those particul ar states
were using their website as an advertising vehicle
to sell publications or prograns.

In other states, the Extension Service had
put a huge nunber of publications online so that
peopl e could download them | think that's the way
we need to go.

The sane is the case with prograns. To the
extent that we can put programmaterial, |ectures,
ot her things of that sort on the internet so that
peopl e around the country can downl oad t hat
information, use it as they need it at the
conveni ence of them that nakes sense. And here
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again, to the extent that we can formregi onal or
nati onal consortiuns, whereby we divi up if you will,
responsibilities for various types of prograns anong
different institutions, rather than not havi ng huge
anmounts of duplication in those prograns, | think

t hat makes sense.

And t hose same principles apply to distance
education. |Instead of every land grant and every
Ext ensi on program having its own individual program
on a particular subject, there needs to be a greater
effort to formregional and national consortia; to
devel op those prograns and to broadly nmake those
prograns bi gger

Let ne just say in conclusion, | appreciate
the opportunity to appear before you, and |
appreci ate the fact that you have cone out to see us
and you will be having other neetings and obviously
appreciate the fact that Congress suggested that
t hi s happen, and hope you do nore of it. That you
do it in many nore places; that you have nore | ead
time, publicize it nore, so that nore interested
citizens can participate.

Thank you for your efforts, and thank you for
com ng.

MR. SPURLI NG Thank you very much
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Agai n, thank you very nuch and the criticism
about not getting enough lead tinme on this is well
taken. Not as an excuse, but | will explain.

W are in the process of transition. It's
very hard to get clearance to put in federa
regi ster notices and such things, especially when
there is a hold on those type of things, which
i nclude Executive Orders. So it was like pulling
teeth. | said all I want to do is have a neeting.
| "' m not changing anything. That's a brief
expl anat i on.

Next we have Hugh Canham

MR. CANHAM  Good norning. Like the
ot her speakers, | appreciate the opportunity to
provi de coments to you at this hearing on the
CSREES pr ogr ans.

| have interacted with CSREES for many years
in many different capacities. | served for two
years on the Research Revi ew Panels for the
Initiative for Future Agriculture and Food Systens
Panel s, the | FAFS panels.

In 1994 | got a higher education chall enge
grant from CSRS to do sonme program devel opnent at
Syracuse. By the way, | am speaki ng today as
Prof essor of Forest and Resource Economi cs at the
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State University of New York, College of

Envi ronnental Science and Forestry at Syracuse, and
| am al so speaki ng as a nenber of the Board of
Directors of the New York Forest Omers Associ ation,
whi ch represents over 2000 private forest owners in
New York State.

| have also worked with McIntire-Stennis
Research Grants. |'ve been on review panels for
them and had sonme of the grants, and |I've al so been
i nvolved in regional Hatch Act Prograns.

One of the things about the prograns of CSRS
-- CSREES; sorry, the new nane there -- are unique
in that they address real applied problens and
i ssues. For exanple, the | FAFS Program sti nul at es
research into a lot of cutting edge issues.

One of the interesting things about that
programis the integration of the research, teaching
and Extension. That's a very strong point of that
program and kind of a unique one, and it's unlike
many prograns that tend to stress basic research in
the initiative for future agricultural food systens.
The | FAFS, the enphasis is on applied problens that
directly inpact ownershi p and managenent of snal
and average sized | and parcels and inpact rural

communi ti es.
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The topics that have been addressed through
sonme of those proposals have really been sone of
the nost inportant issues that have been going on in
the country today. R parian Managenent, fight over
medi ati on of contam nated soils, establishing
denonstration forest, educate forest owners, river
basin | evel studies and flood studies of economc
i npact and ecol ogi cal sustainability.

| think one of the imtations of that
programis the funding for it in relationship to the
nunber of very, very good projects that have cone
in. There are very good projects that go up to four
mllion dollars and expand over a five year tine
period, and that's good, because you can get a
project going and keep it going for a long tine,
but it also costs nore to do that, and there is a
[imtation on the funding.

The Hi gher Education Chall enge Grants Program
has been nost useful. [1'd like to nention what
happened in ny particular case. | organized the
first nati onwi de conference on education for forest
resources in the 21st century. W sponsored this in
Syracuse in 1994, put together a national advisory
team and we devel oped a three day conference and it
was kind of unique in that we did have sone people
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speaki ng on how they woul d i nprove teaching, but, we
had maj or segnents devoted to the teachers
presenting papers on their successes and fail ures,
so it wasn't a research conference; it was one where
peopl e were tal king about what had been their
successes and failures in the classroons in teaching
natural resources.

From t hat begi nning, supported by the Hi gher
Education Chall enge Grants Programin CSREES, there
are now bi annual conferences. W had one at Penn
State in 1996; we had one at Utah State in 1998. W
had one in Mssouri University in 2000, and next
year there will be one at North Carolina State.

So this initial nonies from CSRS, have been
mul tiplied many, many times over, because these
subsequent conferences have not had a CSREES G ant.
But if we didn't have that first one, these other
ones woul dn't have gotten started.

Anot her activity at CSREES, that | found to
be very useful | think was the review of the
research teachi ng Extensi on prograns at vari ous
Universities. | was a nenber of the staff to review
the prograns at M chigan State, their forestry
prograns, and | know we worked day and night for a
week and revi ewed things beforehand and the
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University was very appreciative of the report.

The regi onal Hatch Act Project is another
activity of CSREES, and | was involved in a multi-
state project in the northeast on the use of wood
fuel.

Now, | amat the State University of New
York, College of Environnmental Science and Forestry
in Syracuse, which is the location of the accredited
Forestry Programin New York State. But we are not
a Land-Grant University. So therefore | do not have
access to Hatch Act nonies. So ny participation in
that project canme in with other nonies that we nade
avai |l abl e through other funding sources we had. The
Hat ch Act nonies in New York State, go to Cornell,
and we work cooperatively with them

Here i s anot her exanpl e where sone of the
nmoni es t hrough CSREES Prograns got nultiplied beyond
that initial part.

And finally the McIntire-Stennis Program for
New York State, for each of the last five years, we
have recei ved about $650, 000. $490, 000 of that goes to
Syracuse; $160,000 to Cornell. And we used that at
Syracuse to directly fund research projects. And
al though the forestry issues have been increasing in
i nportance and nmagni tude, there has been no increase
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1 in the funding there, and this of course is not

unique to New York or the northeast. |It's extending
across the country.

So we can use nore funding for that.

Very, very briefly, sonme of the issues that
we face in New York, in forestry and | and
managenent, are things like increases in property

t axes, subdivision of forests into small parcels,

© 0 N o o b~ WwDN

t he ignorance of many private forest owners as to

10 what is good forest managenent and principals, and
11 practices; costs of doing business. Energy costs

12 particularly, and we | ook to increase program

13 support for nore research and education in sone

14 subj ects like better technology for utilizing snal
15 di anmet er roundwood. Uses of forest for fire based
16 products and bi oengery products and crosscutting
17 manuf acturing, alternatives to the EBALCR property
18 tax and effectiveness of different nethods of

19 educating | and owners, |egislators and the general
20 publ i c about forests.

21 In summary, and this is a small part of what
22 continued and increased support for CSREES prograns
23 can do. These prograns will return many tines over
24 their direct financial cost. As Anerica noves

25 toward a sustai nabl e econony, it will nove toward
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1 renewabl e natural resources.

2 Forests are a major conponent of that and nany
3 of the benefits of forests and forestry are

4 non- mar ket, watershed protection, wldlife habitat

5 and scenic beauty and inproving these values is

6 anot her benefit of supporting the research and

7 Ext ensi on Prograns supported by your service.

8 Thank you for listening. 1'll be happy to

9 provi de any further analyses and information you may
10 request.

11 Thank you. | have sone copies. ']l
12 | eave those with the reporter.

13 DR. SCHWAB: Thank you very mnuch.

14 The next person on the list is Perry C ay.
15 (No response)

16 AUDI ENCE MEMBER: | expect he'll be

17 here at 9:55.

18 DR. SCHWAB: Thank you. That's fi ne.
19 Sonmeone who arrived this norning, who
20 is not on the list, Dr. Alfred Turgeon

21 DR, TURGEON: Thank you and good

22 nmorning. |'mAlfred Turgeon, Professor of Turf

23 Grass Managenent, at Penn State University about two
24 and a half hours up the road fromhere. | also have
25 a cold, so please excuse ny voice this norning.
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|"m here actually to speak on behalf of the
Agricul tural Tel ecommuni cations Program which since
1998 has been actually adm nistered by an
organi zation called ADEC. ADEC is the American
Di stance Education Consortium and this was noney
t hat was passed through CSREES to ADEC for
adm ni stration.

And the program despite the fact that the
resources have been extrenely limted, has worked
extraordinarily well. [I'd like to share that with
you in the hopes of gaining your support for
continued and expanded funding for this program

In the early 1990's, when this farsighted
programwas initiated, we al so saw the introduction
of the World Wde Web. Now the internet had been
around a while, but the Wrld Wde Wb was new
really with the introduction of Msaic, the first
web browser and that was followed shortly thereafter
wi th Netscape, and subsequently by other web
br owsers.

Many peopl e or sone peopl e including nyself
in those early years, saw with this graphic
i ntensive version of the internet, an opportunity to
do instruction in a way that hadn't been done
previously. And when | started to get active in
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this about seven years ago, | | ooked around for
sonme nodels. | |ooked around for sone ways that
peopl e were effectively using this to engage
students in a working process. And | couldn't find
themand realized at that tinme we just had to
devel op those nodels, so along with sone col | eagues,
we began trying things and | earning as we went,
maki ng lots of m stakes, redoing things over and
over again and joined on with other colleagues and
other institutions who were engaged in simlar
pursuits, and as a consequence, when Penn State
initiated its Wrld Canpus in 1998, m ne was the
very first course that was offered and | have been
teaching it and other courses and have had
col | eagues develop simlar courses in the turf grass
area. W have been teaching that for al nost four
years.

We have students fromall over the world in
wel | - organi zed courses. Students who ot herw se woul d
not have the opportunity to formal education,
| ocati on bound or resource limted or whatever,
sinply couldn't learn the way they can | earn today
in a very sophisticated arena, because of the Wrld
Wde Web, and because of the investnent of resources
into people that had the desire to figure out how to
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teach effectively utilizing this nedia.

We nade a | ot of m stakes, but we nade a | ot
of progress, and nmuch of the progress is due to the
i nvestnment of the growmh of the food and
agricultural telecommunications prograns, so that
people |ike me who earlier dedicated thenselves to
achi eving research objectives and have in nore
recent years have been dedicating thenselves to
achi eve eduction objectives.

We need to devel op higher effective ways of
reaching out to the student; devel oping highly
effective | earning resources that students can
access at their own tinme and at own place and at
their own pace, and enhancing those resources and
acconplishing things that historically we could
never do in a classroom |In a classroom as good as
it is face-to-face, you have to aimat the m ddle.

If you are highly effective as a teacher, you find
the m ddl e and you address the needs of the majority
of the students in that classroom Recognizing that
at the top, the brightest students are going to be
under whel ned and the ones at the bottomare nore
likely to be overwhel med. That's the best we can do
at a face-to-face classroom di scussi on.

On the Web you can use a shotgun approach.
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You can devel op resources that are flexibly arranged
in such a way that they neet the needs and they
chal I enge the best students and the not so good
students by the way you design those | earning
resources, and you can organi ze students into groups
and you can engage themin probl em sol ving processes
and you can nonitor and gui de through di scussions
and interactions in ways that really help themto
think their way through conpl ex problem sol ving.

They can really comunicate their thoughts
and their solutions and the way to inplenment their
solution strategies in increasingly effective ways
by paying attention to the way they articul ate
things, to the way they draw | ogi cal concl usi ons,
to the way they present their defenceabl e argunents.

We have at our disposal today, the resource
that can dramatically revol utionize the way we can
do resident education, to the way we can to
Ext ensi on education, and a way to increase the way
we do di stant education to reach out to students
fromall over the world.

We need to develop -- to allocate nore
resources to enterprising academ cs who want to
realize and contribute toward i nprovenents that can
make the web far nore efficacious as a | earning
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pl atform and to enhance the quality and

ef fectiveness of educational progranms not only

t hroughout the United States but throughout the world.
| do have sone handouts that | would like to

distribute, to give you a little bit nore

i nformati on about the kind of prograns that have

been funded, and thank you very much for the

opportunity to present here today.

MR. SPURLI NG Well, next on the I|ist,
and | do understand we're running very good, is
James Shirk.

MR, SHI RK: Good norning |adies and
gentlemen. My nane is Janes Shirk and | amthe
Assi stant Vice President for the PennAg I ndustries
Association and in that capacity | represent the
Poultry Industry in Pennsylvania. | amalso a Board
menber of the Lancaster County Cooperative Extension
and a ninth generation farnmer on our famly farm

PennAg I ndustries is Pennsylvania's |eading
agri busi ness trade organi zati on representing over
600 agri - busi nesses and t housands of agricul tural
producers across our state. Qur mssionis to
create and maintain an effective, viable and
conpetitive environnment for Pennsyl vania
agri business to grow and prosper.
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Ext ensi on and research are a vital conponent
to the success of agriculture in our state and |
appreciate the opportunity to speak with you today.

Foot and nout h di sease, mad cow di sease, West
Nile virus, plumpox virus, Avian influenza, and
dr ought .

As recently as the last few nonths, these are
just a few of the threats that can have an
i ncredi ble inpact on agriculture and public health.
Sinply wishing themto go away or hoping it doesn't
reach our doors is not enough. W are very
fortunate to have a premer |eader in agriculture
research and Extension here in our hone state to
hel p financiers and protect our livelihood.
cannot enphasi ze enough the tremendous inpact that
Ext ensi on has on the very survival of agriculture in
our Commonweal t h.

Many peopl e don't think of Pennsylvania as an
agricultural state. Yet we have one of the nost
productive and certainly nost diverse agricultural
economes in the United States, producing a conbined
$4.1 billion in cash recei pts annually.

We are the fourth largest producers of mlKk
and fourth | argest producer of eggs in the country.
We have the | argest nmushroom production in the
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country. Pennsylvania has the |argest hardwod

ti mbers production in the country. W have al nost
$1 billion in export sales each year. Qur success
is a direct result of hard work gui ded by and
enhanced by research and Extension.

Pennsyl vania is blessed with 59,000 farns
al nost entirely conposed of fam lies continuing
their agricultural traditions. But traditions don't
pay the bills. Research is expensive and
impractical for farmers on their own and reading the
nmyriad of publications is sinply inpractical with a
busi ness to run.

Extension is a credible, reliable and | ocal
source of know edge that farmers can access when
they need it nmost. By continuing to maintain funds
for Extension and research, the federal and state
governments are keeping our farmers not only viable,
but on the | eading edge of agricultural production,
t echnol ogy and managenent.

The chal l enge for farns and agri - busi nesses
to produce not only a profitable product but also a
safe food for consuners is both increasingly
difficult and nore critical. Extension provides
cruci al education on efficient ways to increase

production wthout sacrificing quality or safety.
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1 Let nme give you a very specific exanple.

2 The Pennsyl vania Egg Qual ity Assurance

3 Program PEQAP, is considered to be the prem er food
4 safety programfor eggs in the country. The reason

5 this program was devel oped was a response to a series
6 of egg related food poi soning outbreaks in New York in
t he

7 late 1980's and early 1990's. New York is our

8 | argest market for eggs and thus very inportant to

9 our industry. The Departnent of Health in New York
10 was threatening to elimnate eggs produced in

11 Pennsyl vania fromtheir markets.

12 The resulting solution was a team of

13 i ndustry, governnent and Extension which began

14 researching and i nplenmenting the first of its kind
15 Food Safety Programthat started at the farnms and

16 ended with the consunmer. This program kept our

17 markets viable in New York and has since been | auded
18 by FDA and consuner action groups as the nodel for
19 safe food production in the United States.

20 Ext ensi on continues to have a very i nportant
21 role in educating our producers in PEQAP and

22 researchi ng ways to nake the program better.

23 There are several additional initiatives that
24 we are intimately involved with currently where

25 Extension is a major part of protecting our
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industry. The first is the devel opnent of an
environnmental certification programfor producers to
recogni ze high standards of environnent al
stewardship and to encourage others to neet those

st andards.

Education is a vital part of the success of
this program and there could be no better partner
t han our people in Extension. Not only do they
bring technical expertise to the table, but they
al so add credibility to a skeptical public that is
very interested in the environnmental inpacts of our
farmns.

A second major area specific to poultry but
al so applicable to other industries, is the high
gqual ity of Avian disease diagnosis and research
Pennsyl vani a, al though the sixth |argest poultry
production state in the country, has no full-tine
veterinarian in the industry to help with disease
di agnosi s and prevention. W rely al nost
exclusively on the teamin Extension and our
universities for diagnostic services. This is a
uni que situation, but also highlights the inportance
of a well-funded Extension service.

Even with the primary enphasis on farm ng
the role of Extension in our comunities goes well
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beyond the scope of agriculture. One of the | east
recogni zed i npacts of Extension Programmng |ies
within their outreach to the less fortunate in
Pennsyl vani a and peopl e bordering on poverty. They
teach basic food preparation and life skills to
people in our community with very few ot her
alternatives

The true inpact of Extension in our comunity
becanme clear to ne at our county's annual Extension
di nner two years ago. After a great neal with nmany
t hi ngs donated by our |ocal producers, three wonen
who were participating in life skills training went
to the m crophone to tal k about how their |ives have
been changed by Extension. Wth tears in their
eyes, each nother tal ked about the tough tines in
their life and how when they needed soneone to help
get them back on the right track. Extension was
there to teach the basic things we take for granted,
like howto fix a balanced nmeal for their kids.

The inpact and val ue of havi ng Extension well
funded to benefit people outside of the ag conmunity
shoul d not be underesti mat ed.

Pennsylvania is very fortunate to have a
premer |eader in agricultural research and

Ext ension here in our hone state to help find
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answers and protect the livelihood of our
agricultural industry and the residents in our
community. W would hope that USDA will recognize
the far reaching inpacts of Extension progranmm ng
and fund their efforts to the fullest anount
possi bl e.

Thank you.

DR. SCHWAB: We're noving al ong. The
next person on the list is Al vena Kneasel.

M5. KNEASEL: Good norning. |
understand | have a | ot of weight on nmy shoul ders
this nmorning. | amthe only person up here talking
about 4H.

| have to give you a little background about
nmyself. | worked in our local mddle school. It is
in Lebanon County, which is right next door to
Lancaster County, for 26 years and | served as a 4H

| eader for 27 years and I amstill continuing with
nmy children
Actually, I feel | married into Cooperative

Extension. M nother-in-|law got ne hooked on

Ext ensi on before we were married. She encouraged ne
to can and freeze sone things. | was a city kid and
through her | learned a lot. Believe you ne. She
was a second generation and | think I"'mthe third



0040

© 0 N o o b~ WwDN

N N NN NNRRRRRRR R R R
ga A WO N P O © 0o N O 0o A WOWN - O

generation, if | would have been her daughter.
Cooper ati ve Extension has been such a | arge
part of nmy life. | really have a | ot of passion for
what goes on with all the programs that they offer.
My husband and his brother still have a
famly farm It's down to 38 acres. W each took a
lot fromthat farmand it was snmall and ny
father-in-law suppl enented his incone as a
pl asterer, but the boys continued with farmng so
they' re both struggling and they' re | osing noney,
you know, | guess |ike everyone else is right now
It's been quite a | earning experience for
this city kid to understand what goes on and all
have to do is multiply the nunber say by four
hundred acres or whatever crop is being put out, to
under stand what the investnent is for our farners
and what role that Cooperative Extension plays in
their lives to help them
The reason that | got into 4H is ny ol dest
son joined and a year later ny |ocal county agent
who is a neighbor of mne, his wife encouraged ne to
beconme a | eader. In fact, she just passed away
about three weeks ago. | decided | would do it, and
| decided that | would like to teach food and
nutrition to kids. | wanted to nake a difference in
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their young life, and 4H has really beconme a passion
for me.

|"mgoing to share with you sone of the
things that | taught and you m ght think oh, that's
insignificant. But to ne it's inportant because |
had such a varied curriculumto work with. | taught
young nenbers how to make fun foods |ike ants on a
log or fruit cabobs on a toothpick. | taught
t eenagers about foreign food, German, and we al so
di d Hawai i an food, the result being a |uau at our
fairgrounds after we conpleted the project and we
had a ball with that.

In 1976 ny honme econom st had put together a
Col oni al foods project, and the kids even nade
trenchers. | hope you know what a trencher is; if
you don't know what a trencher is, you have to | ook
it up in the dictionary. W did outdoor cooking and
t hroughout all of this we | earned about food safety
and we're | earning about nutrition with all the
projects that we used.

We al so used the National Food Project of Al
American Foods and Teens Entertain. These are all
good projects for our kids.

Anot her thing that happened in Pennsylvania a
nunber of years ago, | was the only lay person in a
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room so |I'mnot inhibited by any of you, | don't
care how many degrees you have. | sat in a room of
a whol e group of econom sts, and | |learned to get

over it. And | sat on one of the food and nutrition
commttees to develop a new curriculum |'ve
learned a lot. How a curriculumis devel oped

and how we understand the growh of children. | felt
good about it. At first | was a little inhibited,
but | learned to get over it.

As a result of that, after the material was
put out, | pilot tested with sone of ny kids for
three years, so | really got the input fromthose
ki ds what they liked, what they disliked and
whatever. It was quite an experience.

You wonder what these children learn. Al
you have to do is go to the local fair and | ook at
the prepared posters that they display, if they
understand the food pyram d or | ook at their food
di splays that they put out or go to see their
presentations and |isten to what they have to talk
about. Sone of the young children usually talk three
to five mnutes, but the ol der ones tal k maybe
fifteen mnutes and they tell you what they |earned
about foods and nutrition.

But ny being involved with the mddle
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school, ny passion on ny job was the bread naking.
That was when USDA was sending all that bread fl our
t hrough those years and | had the opportunity to
make bread in ny big mxer. The fun part was not
being able to kneed it. | |ove kneading the bread
by hand but ny mxer did it for ne.

And |'ve also in the last 11 years have gone
to 4H | eader foruns and one of themthat | attended
was up in Vernont, and at that neeting there was a
representative there that conducted a work shop
about bread nmaking, and | took the opportunity to go
there. | learned that the King Arthur Baki ng Conpany
has a school curriculumwhere they go out and they
provide the instructors, they provide the flour.
Actually all the ingredients to nake bread .

So | approached ny principal at ny school.
Asked himif | could do this in our mddl e school,
teachi ng our kids how to make bread. One of the
classes, and | also talked to the hone econoni cs
teacher in the mddle school, she said | already
know about this one. | never did anything. | said
don't you think it's tine. So we approached himand
he said to us, well, we aren't going to just stay
with one class, we are going to have the whol e
school try it. W did this. And this happened
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maybe a year ago. | felt this is such a neat thing,
because this is teaching children a skill. These
kids were not necessarily 4H ers. It was the whole

school. But the 4H Club that | established in the
school since | retired, was part of it.

El even hundred kids in one day were taught
how to nake bread. Now you wonder how we did it.
They conme in and they showed them They give them
the reci pes. They go hone and over a weekend they
make bread. And | wasn't even here. | was in
Florida; ny cousin was getting married and | was
going to her big wedding in Mam Beach. | cane
back after doing all the paperwork and getting
everyt hing organi zed, | canme back Mnday norning and
| started to collect bread.

| collected bread the whole week. |
col l ected 659 | oaves out of the eleven hundred. The
idea fromthe conpany is you get two | oaves of bread
with the ingredients you get. One |oaf you keep for
your famly and the other |oaf you bring to school,
which | then delivered to the Ronald MDonal d's
House. | took it to the Cancer Center that's up at
t he Hershey Medical Center, and people were so
thrilled. | called them ahead of tine.

| took sonme to the Rescue Mssion and | also
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t ook sone every day to our Noon Meal site where the
hungry in Lebanon County are being fed.

| had to put alimt onit. They can only
take four a day and they could conme back the next
day and take four nore.

These | oaves of bread, believe it or not,
| ook |i ke they canme out of the bakery. Those ki ds
did a such a great job. There were three | oaves out
of the 369 | would have thrown out.

It's teaching kids a skill. And we have had
such an inpact with that whole thing. The
principal said to nme just a couple nonths ago
Alvena, isn't it tinme to apply again to have our
kids make bread. | said | don't think so, it's not
been that long. Sone of these kids are still here;
we have to wait until they nove on. He wants to do
it again.

And the gentleman is not involved in
Extension; he's a gentlenman that cones fromthe city
of Pittsburgh, and he was just excited about the
br eadmaki ng.

One of the things that | did over the years
is as a Cooperative Extension volunteer, and being
my County Extension Director really got ne involved
init. | was a volunteer for PCEA and | can
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1 appreci ate Joe's remarks. | know where he was com ng
2 from
3 | did have the opportunity for awhile to go
4 to Extension and Research in Washington four tines
5 and |1've also done it in Harrisburg.
6 One of the things that we always do, and | don't
7 know i f you renenber any of this, 1is that we took
8 tours of various counties in Pennsylvania, and |
9 remenber visiting a church in North Philadel phia
10 where these low inconme famlies were being taught
11 and these kids were being taught about foods and
12 nutrition and they were so excited because we were
13 there, because they show what they were doing, and I
14 remenber how excited they were about what they were
15 doing at that tine.
16 The food safety issue is near and dear to ny
17 heart, because fifteen, eighteen years ago, when
18 was working, our school was closed down for three days,
19 because there was a food poi soning incident. W had over
a

20 hundred sick kids in the corridor and we were bl aned
21 as a school cafeteria for making our kids sick. And if
22 that wasn't enough, the |ocal newspaper nade it

23 wor se

24 So food safety has been very, very dear to ne

25 and one of the things that | have done in the |ast
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five years is | have been a volunteer, a coordi nator
at our local fair and when we run our fair, we have
vol unteers come into the kitchen, which is nodern
The kitchen is only about eight years old. New
kitchen, and when | say volunteers, | nean 4H ers
and farm woman and RSVP vol unteers who are under the
auspi ces of American Red Cross, and | get these
peopl e lined up and one of the things that just
amazes me is how those 4H ers work in that kitchen
and those kids -- they do not dish out the hot food.
They pass it on to the custoners. They do not
handl e noney. But one of the things we have to
stress with themis food safety; you nmust scrub your
hands. 1|'ve had children cone fromthe barns and | had
to send them back and say you are not cl ean enough
to work in this kitchen. W have to be considerate
of the public that we are feeding.

They al so know bef orehand, because | have it
inny letter to all Clubs, you to have conply with
the state regul ati ons about having your hair tied
back, putting a hairnet on and I walk in with ny
hairnet on, so | don't have an issue with it, yet
they are very good about it. | do not |ike to get
hair in ny food and |I'm sure nobody el se does.

Food safety is very, very inportant to ne.
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Wen | retired two years ago | started in the
m ddl e school, thinking about kids at risk, and |'ve
had sonme and so | feel strongly about the noney that
Ext ensi on needs to keep going for these kids. |I have
kids fromdivorced famlies; | have a little girl,
and | picked up ny paper this nmorning and | | ooked
at it and | saw that Phil Haven; |I'mnot sure if any
of you got to read any of it, but Phil Haven is a
local institution run by the Mennonites, but | have
alittle girl in nmy club who is being nonitored
constantly. She has a caseworker from Phil Haven
wal king with her all day long. She conmes to ny club
nmeeting and the caseworker has to stay wth her.

The reason is because her nother deserted her. She
is the mddle child of three. The other two are
having problenms also. This little girl in the club
meeting she will try to take over; she is very
aggressive. So this wonman stays with her and | keep
t hi nki ng of how our society is today; how many
children Ii ke Shandel are out there.

Ext ensi on needs to do what we can do. Before
| even knew her | was asked by one of the aides that
| knew fromworking at the m ddl e school about
having her in hone ec and | said please do because |
will try to help her becone a better person with
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what we do in 4H So we had to nmake sone
adj ust mrents for Shandel .

| meet with these kids after school and it's
that tinme of day when they say children get into
troubl e before their parents get hone from work and
| had a great bunch of kids to work with for the
| ast three years.

Several years ago one of the school teachers
told me that one of the good things about 4H is that
we pick up what the schools do not. Were the
funding is cut; especially home econom cs and even
sone of the ag things are being cut. She said you
pi ck up what they have cut back on. And | feel good
about what we're trying to do with our Kkids.

I"min a nodern kitchen in that school. W
have three full kitchens to work in, we also have
twenty-four sewi ng machines and this year for the
first tine we were able to do two projects at one
time. We went back and forth; the Home Ec teacher
is a high school friend of mne. W graduated the
sane year. She always wanted to have sone club in
her room Now we have it.

Things that | try to do with the 4H ers, is
totry to get themto understand what the food
pyramd is all about. That is just conmobn sense.



0050
1 They do know what's going on and | want to have them

2 under st and what happens to their bodi es when sugar

3 is too high. The consunption of sugar, too many

4 fats in the body and too many cal ories and not

5 enough exci se.

6 And the research, with the experinents in

7 t hese projects, they provide the know edge that |

8 needed to make them understand at that age |evel.

9 al so research has hel ped of course for them
10 to understand why hot foods need to be kept hot and
11 cold foods need to be kept cold. W're either going
12 to have the good bacteria or the bad bacteria. This
13 is all in these projects books.

14 Al so how the digestive systemworks is

15 anot her one we did.

16 | think research is vital to get the nessage
17 correct for these kids.

18 Dealing with these children and their

19 problens in our society today, strengthens ny

20 resolve to enphasize the need for nore funds to

21 continue a wonderful program No child should be
22 goi ng hungry and no child should be in trouble with
23 the law in this country. 4H provi des everything our
24 children need to be good citizens. kay.

25 So much of ny 4H thing.
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Now on a personal note. | have gone to
el even 4H | eadership training sessions in the north
east region in the United States. All the states, all the
different states the past 11 years. |In fact, we are
comng here in 2004, so this was great for ne to be
here today. Such a wealth of know edge.

| have tried to verse nyself to becone a
better person. To stand up here and do what | have
done. | also took the Leadership Schools course
that Penn State offered years ago. It was by
invitation only. There were thirty of us in the
class, or I wouldn't be standing here today. |
woul d be standi ng down there shaking in ny boots.

Wth the marriage | have done the 42 years of
canning and freezing of nmy own food. M husband
said we are going to have a garden. He said we are
going to know what we eat. So | don't buy nuch at a
grocery store; not nore than | have to.

What happened? Ei ghteen yeas ago, | have an
anni versary com ng up next week, actually nineteen
years ago, | was diagnosed with di abetes. WlIl, so
much for that.

Frank had an ice creamstore; Uncle Charlie
ran that ice creamstore. | loved that ice cream he
took the Penn State course by the way on naki ng good
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i ce cream

How | dealt with ny diabetes. Well, for two
years | decided not to teach cooking to the kids. |
got into conputers instead. | felt |I had to get
nysel f under control with the diabetes and ny hone
Econom st in ny county was such an asset to ne,
because she said you are doing your own canni ng and
freezing; do you know that you can can things and
not have to put it in sugar. -- oh, okay. Wat do
| do. Well, you dilute it with apple juice or you
dilute it with frozen pineapple juice and it wll
taste like it just cane off the tree, and that's
what |'ve been doing for the last 19 years.

It's been such an asset. And by the way,

when | got ny report fromthe doctor, it was the

best ever. | couldn't believe it.
| also have a private well. |I'mvery
conscious of water quality. | have done the | obbying

in Washi ngton. Water quality was always at the top
of the list and I'm very consci ous of what Extension
has done with sections about protecting the private
wel | .

Bel ow me at ny house is a quarry and right
now t he Susquehanna Valley is six and a half inches
shy of rainfall for the year. 1've watched that
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quarry; | watch the sides of it, because | can see
when the water table is down and when that water
table is down, | know ny well is really going down.

Four years ago we renodel ed our kitchen and

finally put a dishwasher in. | run the di shwasher
about every two nonths. | don't want to waste the
water. It's just ny husband and I. W wash the

di shes every day.

One of the things that | think that USDA has
done that | just thought was one of the neatest
t hings that has happened to the | and-grant
Universities that we were involved with , was the
Pol and Proj ect.

| had the opportunity as we -- because | was
a volunteer, to go in the back door at Penn State. |
| earned so many different things, but | |earned so
much about Pol and. Meeting people from Pol and.
Peopl e that cane through our county and | just
thought it was just a remarkable project, what they
did to help themgo to their free market. |
understand that just |ast week | believe, sone
4H ers were here and they spent two weeks here in
Lancaster County and they have just gone home and |
shared that story about Pol and and sone of the
things that | |earned, especially fromone gentl eman
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from Pol and, when he was in our county. M/ Hone
Econom st said to ne, Alvena, will you tell these
peopl e about the auction your church has at the fair
grounds. Ckay.

So | started tal king about this. \Wen I
nmenti oned the nane of the church, this man's ears
just perked up. He said | know all about you and in
his broken English, and | said you do, | said well,
how do you know about ne and our church and he said
| was in this country many years ago, the gentl enman
| think at that time was seventy-six years old and
he said | helped to sort shoes down at that place,
down in Maryland. ©Ch, Church Wirld Service. Yes.
He said have you ever been there, | said no, |
haven't. | wasn't at that tine, but | have been
there since. | said | always wanted to get there,
and | just, it just blew ne away, because | thought
how small the world is and he was so excited about
what happened, because he was there right after
Wrld War Il and | said to him do you know t hat
there had been so many of us that had wondered
whet her what we did as a nation to hel p Europe,
after World War 11, we were wondering if anybody
ever got any of those supplies, those clothes and
t hose shoes and he said yes, we did. | cane here,
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had themmailed to ny address, and | saw that they
got to ny people.

The gentl enman earlier nentioned Pl um Pox
Virus, and | have that on ny list and | thought he
took nmy thunder, but that's quite all right.

| was concerned by that too because the
outbreak is just over the road, less than 30 mles
away, and what's being done there, and the research
is really needed to find out about Plum Pox Virus
and how it could effect the fruit here or anywhere
in the country.

In closing | have to say this: The
individuals that I feel who work in Cooperative
Ext ensi on shoul d be commended for their efforts. |
have seen people fromthe scientists at Penn State
because of going in that back door, to the county
agents doing their job and doing it very well. | felt

many, many years, that dollar for dollar, our
citizens in this country get a greater return for
their tax dollar for research and education and
Cooperati ve Extension Prograns nore than any ot her
offered in the federal budget. Instead of increased
based support we need increased support of all of
the prograns that Cooperative Extension has to offer

to the agricultural community.
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MR. SPURLING Wy is it | feel
suddenly lazy and ineffective. Thank you very nuch.
| want to go back to the begi nning now and
see if anyone has come in since we began. |[|s June
Reed here?
(No response)

MR. SPURLING Perry C ay?

MR. CLAY: | apol ogi ze to everyone for
being late. | hate busting in the door at the |ast
m nute. Com ng through Lancaster County in the
hei ght of the tourist season. | hope |I can keep it
to five m nutes.

MR, SPURLI NG Take your tinme. W are
not exactly a capacity crowd here.

MR. CLAY: dad to see so nany of you
out on the day before Friday the 13th. Anybody
superstitious? Get all your business done today.
Be safe tonorrow.

| "' m not superstitious by the way, but 1'1]
tell you ny 16 year old is going to try to get her
driving permt tonmorrow norning. |I'Il be up bright
and early in the nmorning and taking her. It's also
her birthday. 1've got a big day tonorrow for the
famly.

My nanme is Perry Clay and |I'ma Housing
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Adm ni strator for the Lancaster Cty Housing

Aut hority and | have served in that capacity for
nine years. Initially as a Section 8 case worKker,
and then | had the opportunity to serve in public
housi ng for a nunber of years and now | nanage a tax
credit property in the Borough of New Holland. So
that's nmy capacity.

And | was asked today to answer a question,
what Penn State Extension has neant to affordable
housi ng communities locally and state wide. M
experience with Penn State Extension and what's it's
done for affordable housing famlies, because |I |ike
totalk in ternms of people. | nmean, for many years
housi ng authorities and devel opers and managenent
agents for housing communities, they speak in terns
of bricks and nortar. They speak in terns of
facilities and one thing we try to change with the
at nosphere of affordable housing comunities, is
community. Conmunity means people. |t means not
only famlies, it means seniors, it neans disabl ed.
Communi ty nmeans people. | mean not just the bricks
and nortars.

Many famlies that reside in |low incone or
noderate i ncome conmunities, these people have

educati onal, social, and econom ¢ needs. Penn State
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Ext ensi on through advi sory boards, workshops,
presentations, on-site education, on-site club

trai ning and technical support. The Extension they
address these needs.

My experience with Section 8 housing and
public housing and tax credit affordable communities
in conjunction with Penn State Extension has been --
one primary issue has been nutrition.

Nutrition and food safety education, which
has hel ped these famlies increase healthy famly
attitudes and provided a sanitary environnent for
food preparation within the conmmunity. The inpact
that Penn State Extension has with these famlies,
teaching nutrition, it just spreads so wi de. When
you see a diet change for a child and you see grades
getting better because of nutrition, that really is
a big difference. Wen you have a decent
br eakfast, when you have proper sanitation at hone
for food preparation, it is so w despread throughout
the comunity.

| have seen children's grades change. | have
seen nore athleticismthrough nutrition. This is
education that Penn State gives.

Al so another area that the Extension is

instrunental in has been the financial and econom c
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prograns provided to these famlies; |ow and
noderate i ncome such as budgeting and al so credit
prograns and retirenment planning and a | ot of these
famlies don't have a |l ot of noney to begin wth,

but as they grow and their econom c status grows,
they are going to need to know about retirenent

pl anning and things |ike that. That's a good service
that the Extension provides to the community.

The assistance is not only needed in the
af f ordabl e housi ng community, but across the state.
Anot her formthat they provide is entrepreneur
training for startup businesses.

Penn State Extension provides that.

Busi nesses such as | andscapi ng, painting,
things like that, and Extension provides that
techni cal support that people need to try to get
their start-up business.

Al so childcare providers. Child care and
transportation are two of the biggest issues with
wel fare to work, with single nother's becom ng self-
sufficient. Child care and transportation. And a
| ot of these single famlies, they think that child
care is a business. You have sone famlies that
provide child care for other single nother's to get
to the business and the child care training that
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Penn State Extension has provided as far as
regul ations and things like that, has enornobus
i mpact .

One real inportant thing I want to bring out
is the child care issues that Penn State Extension
takes to enployers to |let enployers know there are
sonme child care issues with these nother's getting
to work. | nmean, they advocate for the famlies
wi th the businesses, which is really big.

Sone busi nesses have on-site child care. The
hi gh school s have on-site child care and this child
care provider training helps out a |lot.

An exanple: Five years ago we started a yard
beautification programat a public housing site in
Lancaster City. The programran from May to
Septenber with the top three yards receiving gift
certificates. The seniors at the sites felt because
t hey have no yards, they have bal conies, they felt
they couldn't participate. W purchased fl ower
boxes and we purchased flowers. The Extension sent a
mast er gardner on site to distribute the flowers and
the fl ower boxes and also to give tips on how to
mai ntain the flowers, and they not only gave tips
about the flower boxes, they went through the whole
site. 124 units, and they gave tips on how to
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produce your garden, which for years, for years sone
of those tips have hel ped beautify this comunity.

Agriculture education in an urban setting is
very inportant. Very inportant. To teach the urban
youth or famlies about agriculture. The
envi ronment .

This particular site had a river that ran
right in back of it and some of that education with
the urban and the agriculture is very essential.

We al so have been running a bike-ride-al ong
program for six years. The extension one summer
provi ded a 4H sumrer college student to arrive on a
weekly basis. This worker was instrunmental in
organi zing an end of sunmer bi ke rodeo where the
wi nners received free nountain bikes. W couldn't
do that w thout Penn State Extension support.

The agency should continue to be a nainstay
in our conmunity and we expect to see the
Extension's role grow in our community and we expect

to see the population it serves grow.

Thank you.
DR. SCHWAB: Thank you very much.
think nowwe will take a little break. W are

actually real close to being on tine. W are right
on tinme, so why don't we conme back again around
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10: 30 or thereabouts, and we will pick up where we
left off.
( RECESS)

MR, SPURLING Ckay. |If we could
regather. A couple of remnders, if | can rem nd
everyone, nmake sure you sign in on the book |aying
on the table just outside the room It would be
very helpful to us. And if you do have -- |I'm know
you are presenting copies of your testinony to the
reporter, and as long as Mary or our recorder gets
one, that is the main thing.

So we'll start the second session here, after
our break, and first on the list is Bob Anderson.
(No response)

MR. SPURLING Ron Statler.

MR. STATLER. Good norning. |'ma
retired dairy farnmer, and | recently just sold the

farm Retired dairy farnmer, | currently ama farm
| aborer. | work forty hours a week, have weekends
off. I have been able to bring ny golf gane cap down

with all this extra tine.

Back to the history: | started farming in
1972 with ny father and another partner. Sold ny
interest in the business, January first, 2001.
Since 1997, we have been putting one mllion dollars
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each year into the | ocal Econony. Qur success and
ability to retire fromactive managenent of the farm
at age 53, is due in part to the farm ng and
managenent skills learned in part through the
Cooperati ve Extension Service Education prograns.

My reason for being here is two-fold. First
of all, the education gained and the things |earned
from Extension are very inportant, were very
inportant to me and they are very inportant to ny--
to the new owner of ny business. |I'malso his
banker and I want to make sure for the next 15 years
he makes a paynent every nonth.

The second reason is | really enjoy watching
t he next generation take hold and operate this
business. And if | nmay say so, better than | think
| did. So with Extension's help, he's going to be
here for a while. |If not at the sane | ocation,
somewhere running a farm

The things that | feel that Extension needs
to be concerned with, the areas they need to work
on, and I'll list themhere. The first one is
busi ness nanagenment. Historically the farm ng
community has been slow to accept nodern business
practices. A farmer will not survive in today's

climate to handl e | arge anounts of capital to
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operate a successful farm ng operation.

The introduction of dairy MAP has been a
great start, but enphasis should continue to be on
the nodern practices to operate this type of
busi ness. The challenge to get farnmers to attend
business training is still present, but those who do
not attend these neetings are slowy di sappearing
fromthe scene. The challenge is still there.

Also in the area of business managenent, is
choosing consultants. Wth the nunber of farns
there seens to be a large increase in the nunber of
consultants. They cone with different abilities and
di fferent agendas.

Ext ensi on coul d easily provide training that
could assist the farmer in the sel ection process of
a consul tant.

Enpl oyee nanagenent. The increase in farm
size requires the use of nonfam |y labor and in the
devel opnent of techniques that are needed for
successful enployee relations. Use of
nontraditional |abor, for exanple, part tinme and
sem -retired, and hispanics require a different
attitude and skill |evel.

One of the best Extension neetings that |
ever attended was a full day sem nar by Ernie
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I rvings, dealing with enpl oyees; | abor enpl oyees.
That was so nice and | used that so many tines.

Envi ronnmental concerns: The need to protect
the environnment and the pressure from environnent al
groups is very inportant. That programfrom
Ext ensi on are bal anced to enable the farner to
succeed and to al so protect the environnent.

For exanple, this is one of my things. There
has been a big push for grazing of mlk cows, and
nmy grandfather made the statenent years ago, that
the best thing he ever did was quit pasturing his
cows and haul the feed to the mlk cows.

| sonetines feel that in this situation,
yes, grazing works and in certain situations it does
well. But there are also soil types that don't take
grazing. There is managenent skills needed for
grazing that you would not need either way. So in
this area, | sonetines feel you know, it's a push
for grazing for environnental reasons.

There seens to be a push by Extension toward
environnmental ly-correct farming with little regard
to the profitability of practice. A profitable farm
is able to afford systens and procedures that wl|
protect the environment. |In sinple terns, if the
consuner were willing to pay five dollars for a
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gallon of mlk in the store, farnmers wll produce
m |k any way the environnmentalists wish us to, but
they're also realistic.

The use of private industry, research and
education: Many agri business's do their own
research and of fer educational prograns to the
farm ng conmmunity. Wth [imted funds, Extension
does not need to offer programs on grow ng corn or
feeding cows. Historically, private industry has
been ahead in many of the scientific research areas
nment i oned.

The profit notive tends to increase and
i nprove research and devel opnent. There is also
concerns that private research information may be
bi ased, but an educated farmer can often bal ance
this concern. Extension's responsibility should be
giving the farnmer the ability to eval uate research
results.

In closing, Extension has been an inportant
partner in our success in the past, and wl|
continue to help the Anerican farnmer in the future.
However, they need to keep their focus on the needs
of the farners and not be controlled by
wel | -financed and strong special interest groups.

Thank you.
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DR. SCHWAB: Thank you very nuch.

During the break we had anot her nenber of our
staff conme in attendance today. Stephan Tubene. He
is wwth CSREES for a short period of tinme as a
fellow fromthe 1890 Institution. H s home is the
Uni versity of Maryland, Eastern Shore, and he is
wor ki ng there on Small Farm Progranms. So Stephan,
he is available for interaction with you on snal
farmissues.

| guess the next up we have woul d Ken Hohe.

MR. HOHE: Good nmorning. M/ nane is

Ken Hohe. | retired fromthe Pennsylvani a
Departnent of Agriculture in October of 1998 as a
Food Sanitary Program Manager. | spent 42 years in
food service. Three in the mlitary, one with
Al | egheny County Health Departnent, and then 38 with
vari ous state agencies, all in the food service
program and the |ast one was agriculture, because
they got the food service program

|"'mhere to tal k about food safety education
for consuners. |f Pennsylvania Food Safety
Al liance, which was a working group of nenbers
representing governnent, industry, academ a and
consuners fromall sectors of the food system net
periodically for over a year to identify roadbl ocks
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to food safety in Pennsylvania and to devel op
recommendati ons for nmanaging or elimnating these
r oadbl ocks.

Five weak areas relative to food safety that
we identified were regulatory consi stency, education
for consuners, education for professionals,
conmruni cations and surveill ance.

Now, this Food Safety Alliance was managed by
soneone fromthe Departnent of Food Safety at Penn
State University who received a grant fromthe
Department of Agriculture to do this work.

| would like to address the education to
consuners area. | feel it is inperative to have a
full course of food safety incorporated into the
curriculumof the 501 school districts in the
Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a.

This course could cover the basics of food
safety. That is: Receiving, storage, preparation
presentations in serving, proper handling of
| eftovers, and basic sanitation.

Once the course is part of the curricul um
t he Extension Service personnel could devel op a show
and tell programfor presentations at elenentary
school assenbly prograns.

Al so there could be a hands-on denonstration
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of proper preparing, cooking and serving of food in
a safe and sanitary manner for high school students.
for volunteer food service personnel working

in food stands at fairs, carnivals, and sports
booster stands, either the State Extension Service
staff, the food regul atory agency, or nenbers of
vari ous food safety professional organizations,
coul d develop a cadre of trainers to present basic
food safety and sanitation training for these

vol unt eers.

Also | think it is inperative that food
safety advisories be publicized either through the
use of nedia, that is TV or radi o public service
announcenents and newspaper articles, or by the
creation and distribution of appropriate placards,
signs, posters, panphlets on food safety.

Public rel ations personnel fromfood industry
corporations could be used to dissemnate this food
safety information.

Sonme recent involvenents of the Penn State
Extension staff in Cunberland and Dauphi n Counti es,
show their participation in the Pennsylvani a
Department of Agriculture in the Farm Gty Day.

This is an event where approxi mately six thousand
el ementary school children from Central Pennsylvani a
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1 are brought to the Pennsyl vania Farm Show conplex in

2 Harrisburg to view exhibits and participate in

3 hands-on di splays of agriculture practices and to

4 garner information on many useful vocations,

5 i ncludi ng food safety.

6 Al so, State Extension staff nenbers are

7 involved with the presentation of Serve Safe Food

8 Safety Training. This is one of several training

9 prograns approved by the Pennsyl vani a Departnment of
10 Agriculture for the recently enacted Food Enpl oyee
11 Certification Act. This is for food managers in

12 i censed food service establishments in

13 Pennsyl vani a.

14 This fifteen hour course and final examis
15 required by the Act for managers to be certified.

16 Anot her training session that is presented by
17 Extension staff is a two and a half hour course for
18 food service workers in stands at fairs, carnivals,
19 sport booster stands, school May Day cel ebrations,
20 church fundrai sers and fraternal service
21 organi zations. | know this program works, because |
22 have taught several of these courses for the Penn
23 State Extension office in Dauphin County.
24 Al so the Extension office in Cunberland
25 County devel oped a Food Safety Commttee and we call
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oursel ves partners in food safety and we have cone
up with a visual display and sone handout nmateri al
using a character naned Tommy Thernoneter and we
printed up four different food safety information
cards with hints on how to cook foods properly, how
to prepare foods properly; how to store foods
properly. So we do get involved and | think it is
very inportant that we continue this, especially
starting with the children.

Thank you very much

MR. SPURLI NG Bob Anderson didn't
suddenly show?

Next is Dennis Bross.

MR. BROSS: Good norning. |'mhere to
speak on a need for Econom c deci sion- making
skills. 1'mgoing to start by sharing a personal
experience in the background information.

The dairy farnmer sold about a hundred head of
cattle on the farm Been farmng on ny own for
approximately 10 years in worn out, inefficient
facilities. Because integration in the world
mar ket s, our busi ness has becone very conpetitive.
We need greater efficiencies and | need to update ny
dairy.

We decided this year it was tine to nake a



0072

1 move. | was very unsure of nyself and requested

2 recommendati ons from our |ocal Extension agent.

3 They were hel pful with building design, where to put
4 the building, basic set-up. They suggested that we
5 do a feasibility study as to whether we can afford
6 the building or not. Good advice.

7 We got our facts and figures together for our
8 present operation. It was a challenge, but one that we
9 coul d do.

10 In addition, we needed projections for the
11 new set up. It's quite expensive and a little

12 scary too. The wife and | tried to work on it, but
13 we becane a little overwhelnmed. | spoke with ny

14 | ocal agent again and he offered a programcall ed
15 FINPACK. It's a financial planning package.

16 We took himup on the offer and it's been a
17 coupl e weeks. The |ocal agent canme out and we

18 of fered himwhat we figured we could. It was a five
19 hour program and very detailed and it doesn't Iie.
20 W found out we couldn't afford to put the building
21 up, and I was surprised. | did everything | could to
22 make it efficient and cheap, but useful. W would
23 have | ost eighty thousand each year of operation.
24 W could not see it without the program
25 Now this is a bit of a sales pitch to
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1 continue this program obviously. Were |I'm

2 coming fromis | did say within a couple of weeks,

3 but it was 8 to 10 weeks we were searching to find

4 private noney, and even through the agency, so we were
5 able to find help.

6 | intend to use the programagain with the

7 di fferent options, because | would really like to

8 farm

9 | don't have too nuch nore to say, but

10 without that | could have gone bankrupt. | could

11 have |l ost the farmto the bank. Qur farm has high
12 property value for building. |If the bank had

13 t hought that and I had nade the m stake, | would

14 have been left with a T-shirt on ny back, if that.
15 | thank you SCA for helping ne, and this

16 program has value. |I'mnot quite certain that it's
17 strictly for dairy, but as near as | can tell, that
18 can be used for any kind of agriculture business.

19 Now, you know, there's many prograns that the
20 agency offers. Well, | can read ny farmright. They
21 showed nme how to produce m |k and crops, how to take
22 care of the animal. They tell us how to deal with
23 enpl oyees. | never learned anything like this. |
24 did try to find in the private sector and the | ast
25 m nute after our |ocal agent was schedul ed within
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two days, we finally got a return call, with the
offer that it was $1,500 cost sharing.

Just starting. | didn't ask what the total cost
was.

It's really all | have to say. | thank you
for listening. And any questions | should be around
for alittle while.

DR. SCHWAB: M parents and ny brother
are going through a simlar decision right now,
whet her trying to decide to upgrade or renovate or
what to do, so it really hits home for ne what you
just said.

W are up to M. Gaene Goodsir.

MR. GOODSI R Good norni ng everybody.
|"m here to speak mainly about food safety,
which | note has been quite prom nent in what we
have heard so far.

"1l give alittle nore background about
nmyself then | put in the recorded paper. |'ve been
44 years in the livestock and neat industries,
starting in Australia, I"'mnowa US citizen, having
lived here 29 years, and |'ve been involved nostly
in International nmeat trade, but connected with
mar keting and distribution throughout North Anerica,
and | belong to a nunber of different agriculture,
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mai nly |ivestock organizations in that tine.

| was an | naugural Director on the Beef
Connection Board when it started in the 1980's and
for about eight years | was on the Board of
Governors of the Livestock Industry Institute in
Kansas City. And also on the Commttee of the
National Livestock and Meat Board before it went out
of existence in the early '90's.

|'"ve had a | ot of contact with producers and
have observed a | ot of the Extension work that has
been done not only in this state, but in other
states, particularly in lowa, and California and
Kansas, and |I'man admrer of the good quality and
dedi cation that has gone into that, and the success
of it.

When | first cane to this country, Extension
agents were the heart and soul of the agricultural
community and | would like to think that that could
conti nue.

" mgoing to go through sone points here, but
before I do, | just picked up on sonmething | heard
fromthe first and the fourth speakers. The first
speaker | think nmade a very good case for being
obj ective and i ndependent in the advice and the work
that's done by agents, and | certainly have to
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enphasi ze that with food safety there is a | ot of
things we don't like to face and we are al ready an
adversarial industry, particularly with Iivestock,
and we don't always want to face the facts, and in
particul ar the people that we don't seemto |like are
t he consuner advocates.

|"ve sat in many food safety neetings in
Washi ngton and heard and w tnessed the aninosity of
the difference, and have been very inpressed on a
few rare occasions of the great honework that they
di d toget her and done their honmework and sorted out
di fferences and conme to at | east a neeting of m nds
and recogni zed progress, and when | heard ot her
speakers this norning talk on food progress, |'m
feeling encouraged that at least in this State,
there is sone coordination devel oping, but it does
need an objective and i ndependent approach, and
recogni zed effects.

| also heard this nmorning for the first tine,
and | made a mstake in ny little bit of paper here
by using a wong word. The word "service" has
apparently been elimnated fromthe definition of
Ext ensi on agents. That it is nore just an education
role. Now defined as a different role, and | stand
corrected if that isn't right, but I would like to
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see service put back into the curriculumof this
activity because for awhile in the 90's | was a
menber of the American Society of Agricultural
Consultants, and while | wasn't really a part of the
real agriculture work that they did, which was
largely in crops, and in international
col | aboration, I was perfectly conscious that they
saw t hensel ves at tinmes conpeting agai nst what |
t hought was a very strong service fromthe Extension
agents. But sonme of the w ser ones anpbngst them
| ooked to cooperate with the Extension agents, which
was a nuch sounder approach, but it's all part of a
service, which | think the farm community | ooks for
and | would like to see that word enphasi zed agai n
and at | east restored or maintained.

Having said all those things, I will now go
into ny paper.

|"m focusing on the health risk associ ated
with livestock and neat products, and what | see is
a need for producers and everyone el se down the
mar ket chain to consuners, and we heard this
mentioned in this coordination counsel in this
state, to be kept well-informed of trends and events
and wel | -advised in quick and effective manner if
special problens arise at any tine.
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1 Now, those special problens in this country,
2 whi ch are close at hand for |ivestock, in nmy mnd

3 focus very keenly on the presence of E coli 0157:H7 in
4 the food supply. Particularly in the beef sector.

5 And | do wite for sone industry nagazi nes.

6 In the last thirteen years |I've had nmy own

7 consulting and marketing business, and | wite nore
8 and nore about this E coli problem

9 One of the things we don't want to face, but
10 which I'"'mhearing at tines a little nore, is that we
11 probably got this very, very |ethal pathogen, E col
12 O157:H7 in nost feed lots in this country today, and to
13 the | esser extent on smaller farns.

14 It's a fact that people don't want to face.
15 It has inhibited research on farns because naturally
16 peopl e don't want to knowit's there in case it

17 effects their livelihood. So it's a hidden hazard
18 in many ways, but when it gets down to being

19 consuned by sonebody who dies, such as we saw start
20 in "90, '"93, with the Jack in the Box hanburger
21 deaths in California and Washington state, it's just
22 aterrible threat and we have had |ots and | ots of
23 t hese incidents and outbreaks since then. Not al
24 fatal, thank goodness, but even when | was here in
25 this very building | ast year for the annual
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convention of the Anmerican Association of Meat
Processors headquartered near here, one of the

bi ggest and best neat packers in this country,
MOPACK near Phil adel phia, had two huge recalls of
ground beef right at this tine during the
convention, and I think it shook that famly from
their foundations. They' re selling the business
now, but they are the nunber nine neat packer in the
country and they will now be part of Smithfield in
the future, but I'msure that set them back because
there are terrible liabilities for a food conpany.

When they have recalls, and | had to handle
recalls of nmeat products nyself back in the '80's,
when | worked for a neat packing conpany, and |'m
sure it took at least five years off ny life. The
mental stress and the sheer fear of all that goes
with that and the legal liability is only a snal
part of what happens when you got to bring back
forty product that m ght have done a lot of harmto
peopl e.

In this case nobody got sick, but dealing
with trinmrers, dealing with the USDA, they are very
i ndependent, very strict; dealing with the
medi a, dealing with |awers, dealing with custoners,
the suppliers, the people whose brand was at ri sk,
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these are things that just about drive you crazy,
but the real problemstarts back at the farmand |I'm
getting back to the E coli 0157: Hr.

Up to now, nost of the interventions we tried
to use in the industry are controlled at the packing
plants. It's arguably, logically, that's where al
of the animals funnel in. This is the best place to
try and control it.

We're even getting away from USDA standards
of doing this. Wat's happeni ng today, when we see
the introduction of high pressure steam and
sterilization, it's not a USDA regulation, it's
bei ng i nposed by MDonal ds and Burger King, who say
if you want to sell us your beef for hanburgers,,
you better go an extra step and take nore
precautions to kill this, and then those sane people
do their own precautions and cook the hanmburger to
one hundred and sixty degrees fahrenheit or higher,
to be sure they kill anything that's there.

The USDA goes further with the public and
tells all of us to use thernoneters and nmake sure we
use that sane neasurenment of at |east a hundred and
si xty degrees fahrenheit. But the reverse side of
that nmessage is that if you don't use a thernoneter
this stuff could kill you.
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1 Now, that's the very big risk that is being

2 faced by everybody in the beef industry, and it's

3 com ng back right to the farmlevel, and the feed

4 lot level, and there is a lot of research that is

5 going on that will help us overcone it but it wll

6 need cooperation and if we do have nore out breaks of
7 this serious kind, it could be calamtous and require
8 very, very quick action, which is where farm

9 Ext ensi on agents al ways cone into the picture.

10 They are the first line of defense; there are
11 farmers who need help and that's how | see it in the
12 future and | ama strong supporter of all that they
13 do.

14 Just getting back to ny paper, |I'malso

15 consci ous of the good work that you have done in

16 this state, trying to make both farners and the

17 community at |large aware of the threats from abroad
18 fromthe foot and nouth di sease, and mad cow

19 di sease, known as FMD, and BSE respectively.
20 | do work for the British Meat I|ndustry, just
21 in the sense of conparing notes with other
22 organi zations here in this country, and |I'm aware of
23 all of the terrible experiences they've had in the
24 | ast year and not just now, they have had nad cow

N
(62}

di sease back in the md '90's when the first
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out breaks occurred and they had to kill many, many
t housands of cattle then to overcone it.

Ri ght now, the casualty list for British
farmers; these are just the animals just destroyed
to stop the spread of hoof and nouth, has been about
three point five mllion head of animals and this is
just absolutely soul destroying for farmers whose
whole life work at tines has just gone up in snoke
literally fromthese piles of carcasses that get
bur ned.

The bi ggest casualty has been sheep that
have got this foot and nmouth. 2.8 mllion
have been destroyed. A hundred and twenty-eight
t housand pigs to date and five hundred and forty-six
t housand cattl e,

Now we' re doing everything we can to advocate
safeguards to stop those two di seases from com ng
into this Country but it's not enough, because you
can conme into a nunber of airports and not be
i nterrogated here.

|"ve just been in Honolulu; the industry
there is very concerned that they haven't seen any
evi dence of visitors being interrogated enough. You
can carry this. And once it's here, it wll be
extrenely hard to control
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Presi dent Bush has increased USDA s budget
for this vigilance. W have yet to see how
effective this could be, but I think every effort
shoul d be nmade throughout the US Departnent of
Agriculture, but particularly at the Extension agent
| evel to nake everybody aware of this threat and to
try to bring up the community attitudes to
protecting everyone, and if it ever happens that we
shoul d have an out break, which I hope won't happen,
we certainly will see Extension agents in the front
line of defense at the deal and this is the kind of
energency that you can't prepare for after the
event. It's got to be in place before anything like
t hat can happen.

| think I can finish there. There are other
aspects of food safety, which are | oom ng, and coul d
be extrenely chall engi ng.

One of the particular ones is the use of
antibiotics in animal feed. You heard |I'm sure that
t he American Medical Association has come out
opposing the use of antibiotics, all because we are
seeing a growh of resistance in both animls and
humans to the effectiveness of antibiotics by
overuse, and | have sat in neetings, and | sit in

many of themfor the British people for these food
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safety neetings in Washington. One that has

i npacted ne the nost, was |ast January, the Food and
Drug Adm nistration, started the first of a series
of public neetings on benchmarks for this antibiotic
use, and the industry is opposing regulation. They
want to use self-regulation, but I for one amvery
scared that this is an abuse that could be extrenely
costly to the human race if we do | ose the benefit
of antibiotics and their nedical treatnents. And
when that protection of antibiotics is taken away
fromanimal feed, which | think will happen, a | ot
of farnmers are going to be exposed to risks that
obviously weren't covered before and again | see

Ext ensi on agents on the front line to cone to help
anyone in the livestock field.

So in summary of all ny remarks, | w sh well
for all of you in this field of Extension Agency
work. | said in the beginning | admred it since |
came to this country. | use to say that it's the
heart and soul of the industry and | believe it
shoul d keep that status, particularly in placing the
hazards of food safety that | believe are hidden.
Thank you.

MR. SPURLI NG  Next on our list is M.
Ll oyd Casey.
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MR. CASEY: Good norning. | just want
one clarification, as | was grow ng up, | |earned
about Hoof and Mouth Disease that had to do with
cattl e and sheep, and Foot and Mouth Disease is
sonething | got when | said sonething | shouldn't
have. So | was just wondering what exactly that is.

My nanme is Lloyd Casey and |'mhere to
represent the northeastern area of the USDA Forest
Service. W are in the state and private section of
t he Forest Service and cover 20 states in the
northeastern part of the country. | call that the
| and between the end. That is Miine, Mnnesota,

M ssouri, back to Maryl and.

And we work with the state agencies to assi st
in the stewardshi p of nonindustrial private forest
| ands and to serve the users of the urban forest.

The northeast area provides funding,
trai ning, and regional coordination for |andowner
assi stance through the state forest service and
other partners with simlar forestry goals.

One of the principal partners in this mssion
of forest stewardship is the Cooperative Extension
Service and | would Iike to give you sonme exanpl es
of these partnership efforts.

The Forest Service, the State Forestry
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agents, and the Extension foresters for the 20 state
area neet once a year in June. This neeting

provi des a forum for discussion of joint projects,
fundi ng opportunities, and training on cutting-edge
technol ogi es. This annual neeting has been
convening annually since 1952. | wasn't at the first
one, but | have been at every one since about 1978.

Several state forestry agencies have utilized
the Forest Service funds for |ocal Extension
forestry activities.

Cooperative Extension has a |l egislative
position on the State Forest Stewardship
coordinating commttee within each state. This
committee provides gui dance and advice to the state
forester on the adm nistration of the Forester
St ewar dshi p Program

In the past, the area has funded a forestry
Ext ensi on Coordi nator for 20 states. Wat |'m
saying is the Forest Service feels so conmtted to
Extension that we pay the salary of an Extension
forester to coordinate those activities in the 20
state area.

Thi s person coordi nates Extension activities,
such as devel opi ng an area-w de publication,

Ext ensi on publication; providing sources of funding
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for special projects, such as |iaison of the forest
service and acts as a technical resource for the
State Extension foresters. This also is happening
on a continuing basis in the southern part of the
United States.

The State Forestry agencies rely on the |ocal
Extension foresters for outreach activities to
forest owners for assistance with state w de forest
resource planning, for the devel opnent and
publications of technical forestry bulletins, and
education of the future decision-makers of
our nation, are also very inportant.

The 4H prograns provide technical training,
national contests that dissem nate the principles of
conservation and stewardshi p of our natural
resources. Unfortunately, federal funding for these
activities have been generally Iimted. The RREA
funds on the national |evel have been about 3.2
mllion dollars for the past several years.

When you think about the scope of the
Ext ensi on Forestry job, sixty-four thousand dollars
per state is a token anount for the work that needs
to be done.

As a result of this inadequate funding, we
have at |east three states in that 20 state area
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that don't even have an Extension forester, and one
of those states is our nost heavily forested states
in the United States.

We had states in which the Extension
foresters are directed away from Extension
activities to teach coll ege courses. 1In sone
states, the RREA funds are not even used for
forestry Extension.

Consider the following facts: W have
approximately five mllion forest owers in the
northeastern United States, that own over a hundred
and thirteen mllion acres of forest |land. Forest
near cities are being cleared for devel opnent at an
astonishing rate. Only twenty-five percent of the
forest owners who harvest tinber in any given year
use any kind of professional forester to assist in
t hat harvest.

Water quality in high priority watersheds has
di m ni shed and reforestation and forest buffer
establishments are a solution to that water quality.

| nvasi ve species are taking over our forests,
causing major deterrents for natural regeneration.
Over popul ati on of deer has decreased the natural
bi odi versity of our forests. Here in Pennsylvania
we call them nountain nmaggots.
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Wbod products are energy efficient when
conpared to those of steel, concrete and plastics.
Forests are the principal attraction for the
recreational activities in our area. Tree
sequestered carbon can help to reduce the carbon in
the air that contributes to global warm ng. And not
one of us has gone one day in our lifetinme wthout
using a forest product. |In fact, | have a thousand
dollars in nmy pocket to give to anyone that can
prove to ne that that isn't so.

So after considering these facts, isn't it
apparent that Cooperative Forestry Extension Service
shoul d be provided with the nmeans with which it can
provi de the necessary service for inproving the
quality of life for all Anericans.

l"mgoing to swtch hats for a mnute and
speak to you as a Vice President of the Pennsylvani a
Forestry Association, which is an organization of
12, 000 people in Pennsylvania and we represent on
our Board -- it's a triad Board, that consists of
ei ghteen people; a third of themare fromthe public
sector; a third of themare private citizens and a
third of themare fromgovernnment. And this
organi zati on has been in existence since 1889 and in
Pennsyl vani a, we have five hundred thousand forest
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owners. Conpare that to the nunber of farmers you
have, and nationwi de, | know we have 10 mllion
noni ndustrial private owners, and we have five
mllion farmers.

It's probably the nost under-represented
popul ation as far as USDA prograns are concerned. |
know t hat probably eighty-five to ninety-five
percent of the farners receive governnent assistance
and | know probably only twenty-five percent of the
noni ndustrial private owners receive governnment
assi st ance.

So we in the Pennsylvania Forestry
Associ ation are very appreciative of the services of
the Extension foresters to assist us in getting our
nmessage to the forest advocates in Pennsylvani a.

Just to give you a snall exanple of what
happened, we are enbarking on trying to get
foresters |licensed in Pennsylvania, and we have been
col l ecting sonme anecdotal information as to what is
happeni ng and one of the first things that canme to
our attention was that a | and owner from
New Jersey, owned two hundred acres up near St
Mary's, Pennsylvania, and he got a letter in the
mail froma saw mll and they said we have been
t hrough your woods and we'd |like to take out all the
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trees that are ready and we'l|l pay you 20 thousand
dollars for that woods. And, gee the guy said |
owned that for 20 years and |'ve never gotten a
penny out of that, and | pay taxes; that sounds |ike
a good deal

So he signs the contract and sent it back.

In the very next week, another mll wote in and
said we'll give you $30,000. He said now wait a
m nute, how can it go up in that anmount of tine.

If that fellow had been a farnmer, he would
have gone fromone elevator to the other, until he
woul d have gotten the highest price. But the
farmers don't do that wth their wods. So he got
smart and he decided that he was going to contact
t he Extension service and he found out where he
could get a consultant forester to go in and | ook at
that. The Consultant went in and said well, if you
want to cut everything down that's ready to cone
down right now, five hundred thousand dollars. Now,
on the other hand, if you want to manage it and take
out what's really ready, within 10 years, you'l
make six hundred thousand.

This is the problemthat we have and with the
[imted funding for Cooperative Extension, we're
fighting that twenty-five percent.
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DR. SCHWAB: Thank you.
| f anybody has any questions of the val ue of
Ext ensi on Prograns outside of Washi ngton, we
certainly heard about that today. W appreciate al
of the input.

W made our way down the list. W
would i ke to see if June Reed has appeared or Bob
Ander son. Have those fol ks appeared?

(No response)

DR. SCHWAB: If not, we would like to
open the floor to anybody who is in the audi ence who
is not on the pre-registered |ist or anybody who
woul d like to make additional statenments, just conme
on up to the m crophone.

| see there are a couple of folks that have
joined us and if you would Iike to cone up and
identify yourself and nake your statenent.

MR. McGOMAN.  Good norning, nmy nane is
Rich MGowan. |I'mwth an environmental firmout of
Scranton, Pennsylvania. The nane of the firmis
EcoScientific Solutions. W do a nyriad of things.
One particularly would be forestry managenent.

| would |ike to talk today about hem ock
adelgid. I"'msure M. Casey is famliar with that;

|"mnot sure if anyone else here is famliar with
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that. Let nme give you a brief rundown of what

2 hem ock adelgid is.
3 It's a snmall aphid |ike insect that feeds
4 solely on heml ock species. It was introduced from
5 Japan to Anerica in the early 1920's. Henl ock
6 adel gid feeds on hem ocks through inserting sucking
7 nmout hparts directly into the branch. The insects
8 strip away food fromfood storage cells within the
9 stemtissue.
10 Hem ock adel gid secretes toxic saliva while
11 feeding, preventing nutrients and water throughout
12 the tree, and eventually killing the tree.
13 | medi ate effects on the hem ock adel gid
14 t hroughout the north United States you can see the
15 foliage eventually turn fromdark green to gray and
16 eventually fall off the tree. Limting and stopping
17 growh kills the henl ock.
18 The spread of the hem ock adelgid is spread
t hr ough
19 several factors: Environnentally as well as
20 bi ol ogi cal | y. Weat her, birds, mammal s di sperse
21 hem ock wool |y adel gi d. It spreads at a rate of 25
22 m |l es per year.
23 They originated fromthe Virginia area and
24 noved up the northeast; in particular through

25

Hurricane doria back in the '80s.
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1 It's a wide-spread problem It ranges as far

2 north as Massachusetts and Connecticut and as far

3 west as Harrisburg and West Virginia.

4 The Pennsylvania state tree is the hem ock, and
5 has infestations in 35 confirmed counti es.

6 | want to quickly address the real |osses

7 environnmental ly, socially and econom cally of the

8 hem ock forest in the northeast.

9 Environnmental ly: Rural ecology. Gane birds

10 and other animals such as deer. Habitat |oss, snmal
11 and |large mammal s, birds, and insects, and rel ated
12 species, in particular the noth. The |ist goes on
13 and on. You can relate the henl ocks where they are
14 found geographically in watersheds, which then once
15 we loose the hemock trees, it will effect water

16 qual ity.

17 Erosion. W will lose the habitat for trout
18 and other aquatic habitats and the list goes on and
19 on.

20 This will probably be the greatest species

21 | oss since the Anerican Chestnut.

22 There's ot her associated environnent al

23 effects. Large stands of hem ocks left up pose a

24 fire danger and the reforestation of a hem ock stand
25 is mjorly invasive to exotic plants that support
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1 little habitat.

2 | amfromthe Pocono area, so | grew up with
3 t he social and econonical effects of the loss of the
4 hem ock and I'Il briefly go down that |ist.

5 The hem ock, like | said, is the keystone

6 species for the region. It supports skiing,

7 fishing, |akes, hunting, hiking, canping. It

8 supports a nursery industry and it majorly supports
9 the tourist industry, again great skiing and the

10 natural outdoors of the Poconos.

11 My conpany -- | should say our conpany, has
12 been in contact with the US Forestry Service and US
13 Departnent of Agriculture; in particular wwth the

14 New Jersey Department of Agriculture out of Trenton,
15 New Jersey. Their efforts conbined with the US

16 Department of Agriculture in Connecticut have found
17 that the nost effective control is the smal

18 bi ol ogi cal control beetle called ES P.scymus. The
19 Department of Agriculture has been nmass producing

20 this beetle for the past few years and it has been proven
21 effective. The US Forestry Service have been nass
22 producing this beetle for the past few years and |
23 think to date has four hundred thousand beetl es.

24 The US Forestry Service has rel eased these beetles
25 t hroughout | woul d say seven states in that region



0096

© 0 N o o b~ WwDN

N N NN NNRRRRRRR R R R
ga A WO N P O © 0o N O 0o A WOWN - O

all throughout the northeast and sonewhat in North
Car ol i na.

Research has been done. It's a new
bi ol ogi cal control on the market. Research is stil
bei ng done. The effectiveness is great though, but
we need nore beetles out there to control this
probl em and prevent the | oss of the henl ock
t hroughout the nort heast.

Let's not stand by and watch the eradication
of another tree species and all rel ated speci es,
whet her it be biological, manmals and i nsects |ike
t he American Chestnut.

| urge USDA to neet with perhaps maybe a
little nore funding for research and maybe
t echnol ogy and mass production of the beetles to
hel p stop this pest from eradicating other species
fromthe northeast.

And 1'Il be around afterwards to take
guestions if you would like to talk to ne.

Thank you.

DR. SCHWAB: Thank you.

Anyone else to join us here to make a
statenent? Anyone who has been m ssed or would like
to come back for a second go-around or anything |ike
t hat .
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(No response)

DR. SCHWAB: W are going to be here
until noon. W prom sed people to be here until
noon to take comments. How nmany fol ks are
interested in participating in the afternoon
session? W' |l have an abbrevi ated session.

Wiy don't we plan to be back here at one
o' clock and we w |l probably have one or two at nost
smal | break-out sessions and run that until 2:00,
2:15 or so, and plan to wap up between 2:30 and
3:00, if that suits other people. Qherw se we are
going to be here until noon in case nore people cone
to provide testinmony. O herwise we'll see you at
one o' clock for those of you who want to participate
in the break-out session.

Again, let ne just say before we break, how
much | appreciate you comng. | know Jimas well
as all of our staff appreciate the tinme that you
have all taken to cone and give very good testinony.
| know | have heard several exanples of very
effective prograns that we can use as we interact
with the Congress and with other agencies in the
Department of Agriculture throughout the com ng year
as we develop the new FarmBill, as we devel op new
budget proposals and things like that. |It's really
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been very, very useful and like | said, if people

want to question the val ue of Cooperative Extension,

you can just cone to Lancaster County to ask them
Thank you.

( RECESS FOR BREAK- QUT SESSI ONS)

( AFTERNOON SESSI ON 2: 45 p. m)

DR. SCHWAB: This is the report from
t he break-out session.

The group was nmai nly Extension experts, but
the conclusions | think are generalized to the whol e
range of research Extension, education activities of
t he agency.

Basically we heard three broad types of
chal | enges.

First of all, we had regional challenges; we
heard about the chall enges between different
counties working on a regional basis within the
State and secondly, states working within a region.
And heard about the challenges related to the
positive and negative aspects of sharing resources
and managi ng prograns in an efficient manner, over
br oader geographi cal distances.

We heard about the need to conmunicate
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1 effectively with the |ocal and state governnents to

2 ensure that they understand that there are benefits
3 to working across regions and across regions within
4 the country.

5 A coupl e of areas where there are specific

6 efficiencies to be gained is in the area of

7 publications. Publication of itens over the web,

8 and regional publications that can be useful to

9 consuners and stakehol ders in several states at

10 once.

11 The second broad area of chall enges was

12 audi ence chal l enge or challenges related to

13 audi ence.

14 It was pointed out that Extension agents can
15 not be so specific that they have a very snal

16 custoner base. W need Extension agents that are
17 generalists in a sense that can cover a range of

18 topics for customers, and one exanple of that that
19 was put out was you may not need a agronom st, and a
20 horticulturist, and a turf nmanagenent specialist,
21 but you could have one person who could direct the
22 custonmers to resources in all of those areas as

23 they're related to plant sciences.

24 Second, we need to target several |evels of

N
(62}

t he audi ence. We need basic educati onal nopdul es; we
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need i nternedi ate educati onal nodul es and advanced
educational nodules. Because if you only have basic
| evel s, you suddenly | ose your advanced custoners
who will turn to other information-delivery

organi zations for their information.

So we need to cover the range of experienced
levels in agriculture. And also we need to pay
specific attention to the general population as the
nati on becones nore urban and nore diverse with new
i mm gration popul ations that are noving into rural
areas. So we need to broaden our audience in order
to stay rel evant.

Finally, there was a | ong di scussion about
budgetary and fi nancial challenges. W heard very
clearly that the Formula Funds are critical to
mai ntai ning a basic |evel of programat the |ocal
| evel and that the stagnation of Federal Formula
Funds has led to actual reductions of staff at |ocal
county Extension levels, so we need to reiterate the
i nportance of those basic funds.

We al so need to establish greater |inkages
with other federal science and educati onal agencies
in order to | everage the resources of those agencies
to the needs of agriculture and rural devel opnent

i ssues.
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And finally there was a feeling that
Extension is doing its job. It should be |inking
research and educational activities directly to the
stake hol der, producer conmmunity, but also it should
be feeding up priorities back through the system so
that it can help set the research agenda for rura
areas, for the country at |arge.

So there is a real integration both forward
and backward of the priorities that the research
education and Extension system needs to be
addr essi ng.

Thank you all very nuch for your input. |It's
been very inportant and we'll | ook forward to
talking with you in the future.

(Wher eupon, the neeting was concluded at 3:50 p.m)



0102

10
11

12

13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
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the State of Pennsylvania, do herby certify:

That the witness naned in the deposition, prior
to being exam ned, was by ne first duly sworn;

That said deposition was taken before ne at the
time and place therein set forth and was taken down
by nme in shorthand and thereafter transcribed into
typewiting under ny direction and supervi sion;

That said deposition is a true record of the
testinmony given by the witness and of all objections
made at the tine of the exam nation

| further certify that I am neither counsel for
nor related to any party to said action, nor in

anyway interested in the outcone thereof.
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